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FOUR FUNDAMENTAL DRIVERS OF THE WORLD ECONOMY:

CATCHING-UP GROWTH:
THE THREE-SPEED WORLD 

ASIA AS THE EMERGING CENTER OF GRAVITY:
>50% OF POPULATION (NOW) AND GDP (BY 2030?)

THE HIGH-INCOME MALAISE:
THE US AND EUROPE IN THE DUMPS

THE ANTHROPOCENE: 
RESOURCE SCARCITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL THREATS



GNP Shares by Region
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THE “RETURN” OF ASIA



GNP in 2010
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GNP in 2030
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GNP in 2050
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COLOMBIA IS BENEFITING FROM A TERMS-OF-TRADE SURGE 



YET COLOMBIA IS ALSO AT GREAT RISK FROM THE ANTHROPOCENE

Flooding in Chocó, 2011



Colombia’s Four Big Risks:

• Middle-Income Trap

• Inequality and Instability

• Growth Without Wellbeing

• Climate/Environmental Catastrophe



Global Competitiveness Report 2010-11: Colombia

MIDDLE-INCOME TRAP?
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United States
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GINI COEFFICIENT 



GROWTH AND WELLBEING: THE TENUOUS CONNECTION
AFTER $10,000-$20,000, LITTLE LINKAGE

What Counts?  Income, Health, Employment, Leisure, Family, Community, Good Governance



Colombia’s Major Climate Threats:

• Changing Hydrological Patterns

• Higher Temperatures

• Glacier Retreat

• Storm Surges

• Sea Level Rise

• Biodiversity and Habitat Loss 



RISKS :

Agricultural Losses (Water, Temperatures, Pests, Biodiversity)

Natural Hazards (Flooding, Drought)

Loss of Infrastructure (Roads, Power Disruptions)

Disease Transmission (Dengue, Chagas, Malaria, Cholera, Others)

Public Health (Smog, Heat Waves, Other)

Tourist Losses



RESPONSES:

Agriculture Research for Resilience

Reinforced Infrastructure

Public Health Upgrading

Advocacy for Climate-Change Mitigation

Research and Expertise on Ecology and Climate Change



My Suggestion:

An Earth Institute for Colombia

A Columbia-Colombia Partnership

Thank You!


